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BICCALL 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

UPON  THE 

Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

19  0  9. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report,  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Riccall  Rural  District,  for  1909. 

BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH-RATE. 

89  births  were  registered,  86  being  legitimate  and  8  illegitimate, 
giving  with  an  estimated  population  of  8,800  a  birth-rate  of  27  per 
thousand.  This  is  the  highest  rate  for  the  last  four  years,  and  is 
slightly  above  the  average  in  contrast  with  that  of  the  country 
generally,  which  is  steadily  declining.  The  birth-rate  in  the  rural 
portions  of  England  and  Wales  in  1909  was  25-6. 

DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATE. 

44  deaths  were  registered  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district, 
corresponding  to  a  death-rate  of  18.3.  This  is  R3  per  thousand 
below  the  average  death-rate  for  this  district,  and  1.2  below  the 
recorded  rate  for  the  rural  portions  of  the  whole  country  in  1909. 
More  than  half  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 
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Two  were  children  in  the  Isolation  'Hospital  from  scarlet  fever  and 
diphtheria.  No  deaths  were  attributed  to  measles  or  whooping 
cough.  Amongst  infants  under  1  year  of  age  there  were  nine  deaths, 
7  being  from  premature  birth,  debility,  or  convulsions.  The 
infantile  mortality  (rate  per  ]  ,000  births)  for  the  year  was  101. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Twenty-six  notifications  were  received,  6  being  diphtheria,  19 
scarlet  fever,  and  1  case  of  phthisis  in  a  pauper  patient,  the  notifica¬ 
tion  of  these  by  the  District  Medical  Officers  being  now  compulsory. 
No  case  of  typhoid  fever  has  occurred  during  the  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Of  the  19  cases  reported,  18  occurred  in  Barlby  and  Osgodby,  ten 
during  July.  The  children  from  both  villages  attend  Barlby  School. 
On  July  5th  I  visited  the  school  and  found  two  children  suffering 
from  ulceration  of  the  nose.  They  had  been  absent  from  June  4th  to 
11th  on  account  of  sore  throat.  Both  were  peeling  freely  and  had 
no  doubt  had  scarlet  fever.  The  District  Council  after  hearing  the 
parent’s  explanation  decided  not  to  take  proceedings  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  for  exposure  of  the  infected  children.  The  school  was 
disinfected  on  July  5th.  On  July  12th,  as  cases  still  arose,  I 
recommended  closure  of  the  school  until  August  9th.  Eleven  of  the 
cases  were  removed  to  Hospital,  one  being  fatal. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

The  six  cases  of  diphtheria  were  all  isolated  instances  at  various 
times  during  the  year.  These  were  treated  in  Hospital.  The 
District  Council  provides  antitoxin  and  bacteriological  examinations 
are  made  free  of  charge  for  any  medical  practitioner  attending  a  case 
in  the  district. 

No  case  of  typhoid  fewer  has  occurred  during  the  year,  nor  have 
measles  or  whooping  cough  been  prevalent. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Last  year  I  mentioned  that  three  public  bore  wells  had  been 
made  in  Riccall.  It  was  found  that  a  number  or  persons  within 
a  reasonable  distance  continued  to  use  the  water  from  their  own 
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pumps,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  was  grossly  polluted  with  sewage. 
Four  of  these  wells  have  been  closed  voluntarily  by  the  owners.  In 
another  instance  application  was  made  to  the  Juctices  at  York,  under 
Sect.  70  of  the  Public  Health  Act.  The  owner  was  summoned  and 
an  order  made  for  the  permanent  closing  of  the  well. 

I  recommend  the  District  Council  to  put  another  well  near  the 
school  for  the  central  portion  of  the  village,  which  would  then  have 
a  fair  supply  for  all  the  houses.  As  a  number  of  houses  are  to 
be  erected  in  the  Barlby  parish,  near  Selby  Bridge,  their  water 
supply  has  to  be  considered.  Several  bore-holes  near  the  site  yield 
good  water,  and  the  owner  has  agreed  to  put  down  one  or  more  for 
his  property.  Although  the  red  sand-stone  water  at  this  spot  is  of 
good  quality,  that  from  bores  half-a-mile  further  east  yield  an 
excessively  hard  and  irony  water,  which  is  objectionable  for  both 
drinking  or  domestic  purposes.  In  the  greater  part  of  the  district 
the  collection  and  storage  of  rain  water  under  suitable  conditions  is 
the  best  supply  at  present  obtainable. 

DRAINAGE. 

Two  hundred  yards  of  New  Sewer  have  been  laid  at  Cliffe,  re¬ 
placing  an  open  drain  which  ran  past  the  School,  and  had  been  a 
source  of  nuisance  during  the  summer  for  many  years.  The  Barlby 
scheme  has  so  far  continued  to  work  satisfactorily.  The  large 
amount  of  surface  water  now  entering  the  sewers,  with  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  a  great  increase  as  new  factories  are  erected  will,  I  think, 
be  the  cause  of  trouble  in  the  future.  In  August  last  I  suggested 
that  the  District  Council  should  consult  an  engineer  on  the  matter, 
but  up  to  the  present  nothing  has  been  done. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  seven  slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  all  kept  in  fair 
condidion.  Four  have  concrete  floors,  one  being  faulty  ;  the  others 
are  flagged.  In  one  instance  the  gully  is  inside  the  slaughter-house. 
Light  and  ventilation  are  satisfactory.  No  complaints  have  arisen 
from  storage  of  offal,  which  is  usually  buried  in  the  manure  pit  well 
away  from  the  slaughter-house.  Water  supply  is  obtained  from  the 
pump  adjoining  the  dwelling-house  in  each  instance.  Systematic 
inspection  at  the  time  of  slaughtering  is  not  usually  made. 
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COW-SHEDS. 

The  sheds  occupied  by  seven  registered  cowkeepers  have,  with 
one  exception,  been  greatly  improved  during  the  last  few  years  by 
the  provision  of  new  floors,  more  light  and  ventilation.  As  a  result 
of  these  alterations  cleanlier  conditions  prevail,  with  advantage  both 
to  the  health  of  the  cattle  and  protection  of  milk  against  contamina¬ 
tion.  In  one  case— that  of  a  recently  registered  cowkeeper — the 
sheds  were  found  to  be  insufficiently  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  in 
very  filthy  condition.  Notice  to  remedy  has  now  been  served  under 
the  Council’s  Regulations. 

There  are  no  workshops  or  workplaces  in  the  district.  At  one  of 
the  factories  the  sanitary  conveniences  were  unsatisfactory.  Notice 
was  served  upon  the  owner,  who  is  now  making  the  necessary 
alterations. 

Details  of  sanitary  work  carried  out  during  the  year  will  be  found 
in  the  Inspector's  report. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BERNARD  STEDMAN,  M.D.  (Lond.),  D.P.H.  (Camb.), 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SANITARY  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  YEAR 
ENDED  DECEMBER  1909. 


No.  of  Inspections  made  ... 

No.  of  Nuisances  found 
No.  of  Notices  served 

New  Sanitary  Drains  Laid  by  Private  Owners 

Old  Sanitary  Drains  Relaid  by  Private  Owners 

Water  Courses  Cleansed  by  Private  Owners 

New  Sewers  Laid  by  Sanitary  Authority 

Old  Sewers  Relaid  by  Sanitary  Authority 

Water  Courses  Cleansed  by  Sanitary  Authority 

New  Tubes  and  Bored  Wells 

Old  Wells  Cleansed 

Wells  Condemned  and  Closed 

New  Pumps 

Pumps  Repaired 

Samples  of  Water  taken  ... 

New  Privies  and  Ashpits  built 
Old  Privies  and  Ashpits  repaired  ... 

Privies  Removed  from  Houses 
Privies  Converted  into  Box  Closets 
Cesspools  Cleansed  by  District  Council  .... 
Cesspools  Cleansed  by  Private  Owners  ... 

New  Cesspools  built 

New  Inspection  Chambers  built  ... 

New  Ventilation  Air  Shafts  erected 

New  Gullies 

New  Gullies  cleansed 

Houses  Condemned  as  unfit 

Rooms  Disinfected  after  Zymotic  Diseases 

Schools  Disinfected 

Plans  for  New  Houses  and  Buildings  passed 
Inspections  of  New  Buildings 
No.  of  Slaughter  Houses  ... 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Slaughter  Houses  ... 

Cow  Sheds  inspected 
Canal  Boats  inspected 


120 

41 

28 

yards  606 
yards  20 
yards  560 
yards  200 
yards  1 90 
yards  1876 
2 
5 

4 

5 
4 

14 

8 

4 

4 

Q 

O 

297 

66 

17 

82 

1 

81 

98 

24 

1 

16 

82 

7 

21 

24 

12 


A.  DOUGLAS, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


*  Rates  in  Columns  4  and  8  should  be  calculated  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  gross  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  j  Total  Population  at  all  ages . 3,100) 

(exclusive  of  area -18,073  Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  734  l  At  Census  of  1901. 

covered  by  water)  )  Average  number  of  persons  per  bouse  ....  4  2) 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1909  and  Previous  Years.  Name  of  District,  RICCALL  RURAL. 
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* 

There  are  no  recognised  divisions  in  the  Council’s  area,  therefore 

Table  II.  is  not  given. 


TABLE  III. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1909. 

RICCALL  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Cases  Notified  in  whole  District. 

CD 

> 

O 

a -s 

CD  +3 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  Ages 

O 

—  Years. 

„  CD 

CO  CO 

CD  o 

“  !t! 

At  all 
Ages. 

Under 

1. 

1  to  5 . 

5  to 
15. 

15  to 
25. 

25  to 
65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

o  ' 

o 

o 

EH 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  (including) 
Membranous  Croup)  f 

6 

1 

4 

1 

3 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

19 

2 

14 

2 

1 

11 

Typhus  Fever . . 

Enteric  Fever.  . 

Relapsing  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Plague  . . 

Phthisis 

1 

Totals 

26 

i 

3 

18 

3 

1 

14 

Isolation  Hospital,  Selby  Joint  (Urban  and  Rural)  Hospital  at  Selby. 

Total  available  beds,  20. 

Number  of  diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  4. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1909. 
Name  of  District,  RICCALL  RURAL. 


1 

Deaths  at  the  subjoined  Ages  of 

i 

“  Residents  ” 

whether  occurring 

IN  OR  BEYOND  THE  DISTRICT. 

Causes  o®  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1  and 

5  and 

15  and 

25  and 

65  and 

1 

Year. 

under 

5 

under 

15 

under 

25 

under 

65 

up¬ 

wards. 

Small-pox 

Measles  . . 

•  • 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

1 

1 

.  . 

Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  (including  ) 

1 

1 

Membranous  Croup) ) 
Croup 

( Typhus  . . 

Fever  -j  Enteric  . . 

(Other  continued 

Epidemic  Influenza 
Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhcea 

Enteritis 

Gastritis 

Puerperal  Fever 
Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  | 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  ) 

Other  Tuberculous ) 

i 

1 

Diseases  j 

1 

± 

Cancer,  Malignant) 
Disease  j 

4 

1 

3 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Pleurisy 

Other  Diseases  of  ) 

•  • 

Respiratory  Organs  ) 

•  • 

•  • 

Alcoholism  ( 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ) 
Venereal  Diseases 
Premature  Birth 

Diseases  and  Accidents) 

2 

2 

2 

2 

of  Parturition  ( 

Heart  Diseases  . . 

4 

1 

3 

Accidents 

1 

,  . 

1 

Suicides 

All  other  causes 

24 

5 

.. 

3 

16 

All  causes 

44 

9 

1 

2 

1 

8 

23 

11 


TABLE  Y. 

RICCALL  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909. 
Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Yrear  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1  Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

CO 

CD 

<D 

£ 

CO 

A 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

1  Month. 

1-2  Months. 

2-3  Months. 

3-4  Months. 

4-5  Months. 

;  |  5-6  Months. 

;  |  6-7  Months. 

7-8  Months. 

8-9  Months. 

9-10  Months. 

;  |  10-11  Months. 

11-12  Months. 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  Year. 

.  1  Certified 

All  Causes,  j  Uncertifled . 

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

/  Small-pox 

|  Chicken-pox  . . 

i.  Common  1  Measles 

Infectious  J  Scarlet  Fever 

Diseases.  Diphtheria  (including  ) 

Membranous  Croup) ) 
i  Whooping  Cough 

/Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

.  *  t^, *  ,  ,  Enteritis,  Muco-enteritis,  1 

li.  Diarrhoea!  1  ’ 

tv  I  Oastro-ententis 

Diseases.  ^  ,  ...  , 

Gastritis,  Oastro-  I 

k  intestinal  Catarrh ) 

/Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Defects.. 

2 

2 

2 

•  ...  ,.  '  Iniurv  at  Birth 

in.  Wasting  „TJ  /  ,  T>  ,  ...  . 

tv  a  9  Want  of  Breast-milk, 
Diseases.  0,  ’  . 

Starvation  J 

j  Atrophy,  Debility,  j 

’  Marasmus  j 

/Tuberculous  Meningitis 

2 

1 

3 

iv.  Tuberculous  '  Tuberculous  Peritonitis  :  1 

1  Tabes  Mesentenca  j 

|  Other  Tuberculous  ) 

1 

1 

V  Diseases  j 

/Erysipelas  ..  ..  ._. 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 
v.  Other  Convulsions 

Causes.  Bronchitis 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Suffocation  overlying 

i Other  Causes 

2 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

3 

3 
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District  of  Riccall  Rural. 

Births  in  the  year  j  legitimate,  86. 

J  ( Illegitimate,  3. 


Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1909),  3,300. 


n  n  .  ,  Legitimate  Infants,  7 

Deaths  m  the  year  of ,  T  t  o 
J  Illegitimate  Infants,  2 


Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  44. 


